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STATE oF TEXA S
OrriczorTuE GOVERNOR
. B ' AusTin, Texas 78711

covanic . Beptember 10, 1892 -

Dear FOWur e

Thank you for vour latter regarding school finance. I apéreciagg"
your concerns. : . - . L

-

We have a pressing need in Texas to find.a concrete solution to -
‘the question of financing our public education system. - C

- AS_you may know, on January 30, 1992 the Texas Supreme Court ._. .. .
ruled SB 351 unconstitutional, sdying that ‘the *County Education .
Districts* (CEDs) do not have the power to collect propserty
taxes. The Court has ‘given the state. of Tewas two vears to

- .design a new system for funding public education. According ' to.
the ruling of the Court, the CEDs will be able to collect taxes
in the 1991 and 1992 tax'years, thus allowing the districts to -
operate until a new plan can be devisad. In this ruling, the.
court stated that the collection of the CED tax must continue in
order to guarantee that the districts are able to provide a
Qquality education for our ‘students. '

I am still considering the possibility of a special sessicn to -
resolve the problem of pubiic schoe?l financing, if the
legiglature is able to agree upon & compromisa. I have made o
proposal in rmy *Good School Plan* to resclve the funding proslern,
but I have not ruled cut ary possible soluticas and . 3taff and:
1 are working clesely with interestad
satisfacrorv resoluticn.

P

parcies to try o find 4 b

ngur opinions p#re beneficial, -and I appreciate your sharing thaem
with me, Coa ) '
N .

I 2ppreciate your efforts teward an~improVed'syste@ of educaticn
in our state. -Thank vou again for writing. v

Sincerely,

N
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. ° ANN W. RICHARD ' S SR
Governor ‘ : : ‘ . ‘




