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 District Court for the State of Texas
Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus 
	
Randall Kelton on behalf of Bonnie Allen Thomas
Applicant
Vs. 
Johnson County Sheriff
Byron Roberson
 Respondent
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___ Judicial District of Texas
Johnson County, Texas




TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:
COMES NOW, Randall Kelton, hereinafter referred to as Petitioner, by and through this Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus, pursuant to Article 11.01 et seq. of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, and respectfully shows the Court as follows:  
Introduction  
Bonnie Allen Thomas was charged with three counts of carrying a weapon in a prohibited area.  On examination of the public record, Petitioner found no original complaint giving notice of crime, no evidence that the accused was brought directly to the nearest magistrate or that a magistrate held an examining trial in accordance with Chapter 16 Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, no evidence that the accused was read her rights in accordance with Texas Code of Criminal Procedure 16.01, 
Art. 16.01. EXAMINING TRIAL. When the accused has been brought before a magistrate for an examining trial that officer shall proceed to examine into the truth of the accusation made, allowing the accused, however, sufficient time to procure counsel. In a proper case, the magistrate may appoint counsel to represent an accused in such examining trial only, to be compensated as otherwise provided in this Code. The accused in any felony case shall have the right to an examining trial before indictment in the county having jurisdiction of the offense, whether he be in custody or on bail, at which time the magistrate at the hearing shall determine the amount or sufficiency of bail, if a bailable case. If the accused has been transferred for criminal prosecution after a hearing under Section 54.02, Family Code, the accused may be granted an examining trial at the discretion of the court.
no evidence that the accused was advised that she had a right to make a statement in accordance with Texas Code of Criminal Procedure 16.03, 
Art. 16.03. WARNING TO ACCUSED.  Before the examination of the witnesses, the magistrate shall inform the accused that it is his right to make a statement relative to the accusation brought against him, but at the same time shall also inform him that he cannot be compelled to make any statement whatever, and that if he does make such statement, it may be used in evidence against him.
and that the accused had a right to make the above statement before any evidence was entered against her in accordance with Texas Code of Criminal Procedure 16.04, 
Art. 16.04. VOLUNTARY STATEMENT. If the accused desires to make a voluntary statement, he may do so before the examination of any witness, but not afterward. His statement shall be reduced to writing by or under the direction of the magistrate, or by the accused or his counsel, and shall be signed by the accused by affixing his name or mark, but shall not be sworn to by him. The magistrate shall attest by his own certificate and signature to the execution and signing of the statement.
that the accused, or the accused had a right to face and question the witness against her in accordance with Texas Code of Criminal Procedure 16.06,  
Art. 16.06. COUNSEL MAY EXAMINE WITNESS. The counsel for the State, and the accused or his counsel may question the witnesses on direct or cross examination. If no counsel appears for the State the magistrate may examine the witnesses.
that the examination of all witnesses was in the presence of the accused in accordance with Texas Code of Criminal Procedure 16.08, 
Art. 16.08. PRESENCE OF THE ACCUSED. The examination of each witness shall be in the presence of the accused.
that the testimony of all witnesses was reduced to writing, was read over to the witness, and such corrections made as necessary or that a statement of facts, authenticated by the state and defendant and that such statement was certified by the magistrate in accordance with Texas Code of Criminal Procedure 16.09.  
Art. 16.09. TESTIMONY REDUCED TO WRITING.  The testimony of each witness shall be reduced to writing by or under the direction of the magistrate, and shall then be read over to the witness, or he may read it over himself.  Such corrections shall be made in the same as the witness may direct;  and he shall then sign the same by affixing thereto his name or mark.  All the testimony thus taken shall be certified to by the magistrate.  In lieu of the above provision, a statement of facts authenticated by State and defense counsel and approved by the presiding magistrate may be used to preserve the testimony of witnesses.

no order under Texas Code of Criminal Procedure 16.17 Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, 
Art. 16.17. DECISION OF JUDGE. After the examining trial has been had, the judge shall make an order committing the defendant to the jail of the proper county, discharging him or admitting him to bail, as the law and facts of the case may require. Failure of the judge to make or enter an order within 48 hours after the examining trial has been completed operates as a finding of no probable cause and the accused shall be discharged.
no commitment order as required by Texas Code of Criminal Procedure 16.20,
 Art. 16.20. "COMMITMENT".  A "commitment" is an order signed by the proper magistrate directing a sheriff to receive and place in jail the person so committed.  It will be sufficient if it have the following requisites:
1. That it run in the name of "The State of Texas";
2. That it be addressed to the sheriff of the county to the jail of which the defendant is committed;
3. That it state in plain language the offense for which the defendant is committed, and give his name, if it be known, or if unknown, contain an accurate description of the defendant;
4. That it state to what court and at what time the defendant is to be held to answer;
5. When the prisoner is sent out of the county where the prosecution arose, the warrant of commitment shall state that there is no safe jail in the proper county;  and
6. If bail has been granted, the amount of bail shall be stated in the warrant of commitment.
no evidence that all the documents presented to the magistrate were sealed in an envelope with the name of the magistrate written across the seal of the envelope and forwarded to the clerk of the court of jurisdiction in accordance with Texas Code of Criminal Procedure 17.30, 
Art. 17.30. SHALL CERTIFY PROCEEDINGS. The magistrate, before whom an examination has taken place upon a criminal accusation, shall certify to all the proceedings had before him, as well as where he discharges, holds to bail or commits, and transmit them, sealed up, to the court before which the defendant may be tried, writing his name across the seals of the envelope. The voluntary statement of the defendant, the testimony, bail bonds, and every other proceeding in the case, shall be thus delivered to the clerk of the proper court, without delay.

no evidence that the Clerk of the Court kept all those papers save and delivered them up to the grand jury in accordance with Texas Code of Criminal Procedure 17.31.  
Art. 17.31. DUTY OF CLERKS WHO RECEIVE SUCH PROCEEDINGS. If the proceedings be delivered to a district clerk, he shall keep them safely and deliver the same to the next grand jury. If the proceedings are delivered to a county clerk, he shall without delay deliver them to the district or county attorney of his county.
Jurisdiction
This Court has jurisdiction to hear this Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus under Article 11.05 of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, as Applicant is illegally restrained in her liberty within Johnson County, Texas, at the Johnson County jail. 
Art. 11.05. BY WHOM WRIT MAY BE ISSUED.  The court of criminal appeals, the district courts, the county courts, or any judge of those courts may issue the writ of habeas corpus, and it is their duty, on proper application, to issue the writ under the rules prescribed by law.
FACTS
1. Bonnie Allen Thomas is being held in the Johnson County Jail in furtherance of an ongoing criminal enterprise engaged in by the Johnson County Sheriff,  the prosecuting attorneys, and magistrates, Johnson County Clerk, and police officers.  
LEGAL GROUNDS FOR RELIEF
The widow Thomas is being held in the Johnson County Jail in furtherance of an ongoing criminal enterprise, having been denied in the procedural due course of the laws of the State of Texas and the United States.  I call her “the widow” as, while she was sitting in jail in violation of the procedural due course of the laws, her husband died alone of stomach cancer.  
Multiple Arrests
She is sitting jail because,  Respondent Roberson has advised and directed his police officers, on making an arrest, to take the accused directly to jail, instead of to some magistrate as commanded by Texas Code of Criminal Procedure 14.06, 
Art. 14.06. MUST TAKE OFFENDER BEFORE MAGISTRATE. (a) Except as otherwise provided by this article, in each case enumerated in this Code, the person making the arrest or the person having custody of the person arrested shall take the person arrested or have him taken without unnecessary delay, but not later than 48 hours after the person is arrested, before the magistrate who may have ordered the arrest, before some magistrate of the county where the arrest was made without an order, or, to provide more expeditiously to the person arrested the warnings described by Article 15.17, before a magistrate in any other county of this state. The magistrate shall immediately perform the duties described in Article 15.17 in any manner permitted by that article.
Texas Penal Code 15.16.  
Art. 15.16.  HOW WARRANT IS EXECUTED.  (a)  The officer or person executing a warrant of arrest shall without unnecessary delay take the person or have him taken before the magistrate who issued the warrant or before the magistrate named in the warrant, if the magistrate is in the same county where the person is arrested.  If the issuing or named magistrate is in another county, the person arrested shall without unnecessary delay be taken before some magistrate in the county in which he was arrested.
(b)  Notwithstanding Subsection (a), to provide more expeditiously to the person arrested the warnings described by Article 15.17, the officer or person executing the arrest warrant may as permitted by that article take the person arrested before a magistrate in a county other than the county of arrest.

In the instant case, Ms. Thomas, according to the records of the clerks of the County and District Courts, has been arrested at least 5 times.  It is unclear from the record whether she was arrested for an on-site offense or on an existing warrant, as the requisite documents are not in the clerk's records.  There is no evidence that a determination of probable cause has ever been made or a commitment order issued subsequent to a proper determination of probable cause as required by law, as shown above.   
Purpose of Arrest
Under Texas law, there is only one reason a police officer can arrest a citizen in the State of Texas and that is to take the arrested person directly to the nearest magistrate by the most direct route for the purpose of providing the arrested person in the due course of the laws in accordance with Chapter 16 Texas Code of Criminal Procedure and securing a commitment order from the magistrate in accordance with Texas Code of Criminal Procedure 16.20 supra.  Had such a hearing taken place, there would be evidence of same in the record subsequent to Texas Code of Criminal Procedure 17.30, to include a commitment order in the public record, however, no such documentation exists in the court record and, therefore, the court never accrued jurisdiction in the matter and according to Texas Code of Criminal Procedure 16.17 supra, the court ordered to discharge Bonnie Allen Thomas.      
Discharge Order
By the above, Petitioner moves this court to order Respondent to bring the body of Bonnie Allen Thomas before this court and show why she is being held and, in lieu of a proper showing, discharge Ms. Thomas in accordance with Texas Code of Criminal Procedure 16.17. 
PRAYER FOR RELIEF
WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, Applicant respectfully prays that this Court:
1. Issue a Writ of Habeas Corpus directing the Sheriff of Johnson County or other persons detaining Bonnie Allen Thomas to produce her before this Court at a specified time and place to show cause for her detention.
2. Upon hearing, order Applicant’s immediate release from custody, or in the alternative, order that Applicant be brought before a magistrate without further delay for a determination of bail and other proceedings as required by Texas Code of Criminal Procedure Chapter 16.
3. Grant such other and further relief as this Court deems just and proper.
VERIFICATION
I, Randall Kelton, Applicant, declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.
Executed on this 24th day of September, 2025.
_____________________________ 
Randall Kelton, Applicant 
PO Box 1
113 S. Allen St.
Boyd, TX 76023
940 399 9922
randy@ruleoflawradio.com


VERIFICATION

I, Randall Kelton, do swear and affirm that all statements made herein are true and accurate, in all respects.  

Randall Kelton, Applicant 
PO Box 1
113 S. Allen St.
Boyd, TX 76023
940 399 9922
randy@ruleoflawradio.com

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME, __ notary's name ___, by Randall Kelton, on the ______ day of ____________, 2025, which witnesses my hand and seal of office.  

_________________________________
NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR 
THE STATE OF TEXAS

Notary Stamp
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